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The Thomas 
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and Family

Supporting Strawn
Since 1881 

First National Bank 
of Albany/Breckenridge 
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S t r aw n !

SUPPORT 
STRAWN’S FUTURE 
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Next Meeting Jan 15th, 5:30 pm

All are Welcome
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TAKE ONE
IT’S FREE

(MicroplexNews .com) 
At the December 16th 
city council meeting, 
the Strawn City Council 
handed out Certificates 

of Appreciation to those 
groups who have gone 
above and beyond to con-
tribute to the welfare and 
beautification of Strawn.

Certificates were present-
ed to:
Native Plant Society of 
Texas for their help in the 
Wildflower Project along 

North Front Street;
Strawn Development 
Corporation for their con-
tinuous support for many 
years to beautify Strawn;
Mount Marion Cemetery 
Association for the on-
going beautification of 
Mount Marion Cemetery, 
including adding new 
trees, building the rock 
entrance and replacing 
the fence along Hwy 16;
Strawn Historical As-
sociation and Museum 
Board for ongoing efforts 
to preserve the heritage 
of Strawn, recent renova-
tions to the museum and 
efforts to bring the his-
toric train depot back to 
Strawn; Girl Scout Troop 
8431 for showing civic pride 
while planting wildflowers 
along North Front Street;
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to accomodate mailing info

Trey’s 
Construction, Inc

Metal Building 
Specialist

Serving strawn, palo pinto county
and most of texas

20 years of quality service

trey hodgkins, owner
phone: 817-999-5071

email:treyhodgkins@yahoo.com

300 Grant Avenue,                         
Strawn, Texas

254-672-5372
www.machacekbakery.com

Your Friendly Neighborhood 
Market and Eatery

(continued on page 7)

(continued on page 7)

Grill Hours:
Monday-Friday 11am - 5pm
Saturday 11am - 2pm

•	  Groceries
•	 Fresh hand-cut meats
•	 Bakery
•	 Deli - come Czech out the new 
•	 lunchmeats & cheeses we now offer
•	 Fresh produce
•	 Dairy
•	 Sandwich & Burger Shoppe

Machacek Bakery

Recipients of Certificates of Appreciation from the City of Strawn include (from 
left to right) Finis Butler (Development Corporation of Strawn), Sarah Ferguson 
(Girl Scouts), John Ferguson (Palo Pinto Mountains State Park) accompanied by 
his children, (l to r) Henry, Katy and William, Jane Fambrough Burdick (Native 
Plant Society of Texas), Diana Hinkson (Strawn Historical Museum), Terry Lee 
(C.A.R.E.),  Tye Jackson (City Council), and Jeff Hinkson (Chamber of Commerce).

Photo courtesy of MicroplexNews.com

Strawn’s 2013 Merry 
Hometown Christmas 
Event was a chilled 
success due to an un-
fortunate, sudden and 
dramatic drop in tem-

peratures on December 
20. The Chamber re-
ported sixteen float en-
tries in the parade, most 
all of them decked out in 
Christmas lights.  Prizes 

were awarded to the top 
entries:  1st Place ($100) 
- Praise & Worship float 
from Gorman; 2nd 
place ($50) went to 1st 
National Bank – Strawn 

Branch; and 3rd Place 
($25) went to C.A.R.E.  
Approximately 100 folks 
braved the chilly night 
air to grab a warm bowl 
of 

City Council Recognizes Efforts to Keep Strawn Beautiful

Hometown Christmas Brings Floats and Musical Merriment
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The 
Strawn 

Advocate
Published Monthly by the 

Strawn Chamber of Commerce
News Stories and Info: 

Contact Diana Hinkson at 254-672-5281
Email: dianahinkson476@msn.com

Advertising:
Contact Kim Garland at 940-328-5451

Email: kimila77@hotmail.com
Chamber Info:

Contact Georgia Braun at
254-595-0197

Email: strawnchamber@att.net

Country Dollar Store
109 West Housley St.

Downtown Strawn Behind Bank
•	 Fresh Sliced Deli Meats & Cheeses
•	 Grocery Items/Soups & Salads
•	 Complete Line of Cleaning Products
•	 Healthy & Beauty Aids
•	 Greeting Cards, Party Items & Balloons
•	 Mosaics by Joy Harris

7-6 Tues- Fri/7-5 Sat/
Closed Sun & Mon.
Phone: 254-672-5271

Deli
Now 
Open!

Sparks 
Land & Title, Inc.

•	 Surface Rights negotiations
•	 Damage Settlements

•  Land owner relations
•	 right of way acquisition

•	 title research
•	 oil, gas & mineral rights 

and research
•	 lease management

•	 state of texas notary public

Serving All of Texas
Owned & Operated by:

roscoe sparks, rl
phone: 254-672-5304

Community Animal 
Rescue Effort (C.A.R.E.) 
for keeping animals in 
Strawn safe, for their 
many successful rescues 
of mistreated and un-
wanted animals, and for 
their support of the City 

of Strawn Animal Control 
Officer; John Ferguson, 
Palo Pinto Mountain State 
Park Superintendent, for 
his help with the landscap-
ing projects along North 
Front Street;
Strawn Chamber of Com-

merce for their many 
projects including the 
landscaping projects and 
the purchase of Christ-
mas lights for downtown; 
1G Youth Ministry Group 
for their help in clean up 
projects;

Shawver and Katy Abbott 
for their help with many 
Strawn clean up projects; 
and Strawn Booster Club 
for their help with efforts 
in numerous clean-up 
and beautification proj-
ects”.

Efforts to Beautify Strawn Recognized (continued from page one)

chili made by hometown 
chef Linda Faubion and 
listen to the 10-piece 
Tarleton Jazz Ensem-
ble perform Christmas 
songs.  To hear a video 
clip of the musical per-
formance and view pic-
tures from the parade, 
visit http://www.micro-
plexnews.com/strawn-

m e r r y - h o m e t o w n -
christmas-photos/
The Chamber would 
like to thank everyone 
who volunteered to 
decorate, donated food 
items, cooked, served 
and coordinated.  A 
huge thanks goes out to 
the event underwriters, 
who made the event 

possible.  The event un-
derwriters included the 
following:  Trey’s Con-
struction, Stewart Tank 
Company, W.H. Hink-
son Ranch, Crawford 
Brothers Ranch, 1st 
National Bank-Strawn 
Branch, Palo Pinto 
Mountains State Park, 
Rob-Joe Materials, 

Inc., Big Sunday Creek 
Ranch, Bert Williams, 
Edwards Funeral Home, 
Tri-City Laundry, 
Faithful Companions, 
Stephen Ranch Partner-
ship, Greyhound Mer-
chandising, An Ancient 
Art Soap Company, Jeff 
Hinkson and TD’s Deer 
Processing.

Christmas Holiday Merriment (continued from page one)

Students from Strawn 
School ran the Official 
NCAA merchandise con-
cessions at three bowl 
games--the Armed Forces 
Bowl in Fort Worth on De-
cember 30, The Advocare 
V100 Bowl in Shreveport, 
Louisiana on December 
31, and the Heart of Dal-
las Bowl held at the Cot-
ton Bowl on January 1.  All 
games were televised on 
ESPN as part of their foot-
ball bowl game coverage. 
This was the third year in 
a row that Strawn students 
have helped with the mer-
chandise concessions at the 
stadiums during the bowl 
games. As a result of their 

performance, each year the 
students have been asked 
to add an additional game.  
All the students were up at 4 
a.m. each day and endured 
the cramped car rides, cold 
weather, and large crowds.  
In return, “the students 
received about a year’s 
worth of retail experience 
in three days,” according to 
Alan Alison. They received 
the merchandise for their 
booth, set up and mer-
chandised their station so 
it would look presentable 
and SOLD, SOLD, SOLD! 
Afterwards, they tore it all 
down, then inventoried 
and packed up whatever 
merchandise was left at the 

end of each day.  Alison 
noted that “Last year stu-
dents from Strawn moved 
about $108,000 worth of 
merchandise in two days; 
I’m interested to see what 
the sales totals are for the 
three days this year.” 
TEAM RETAIL SOLU-
TIONS out of North 
Carolina utilized Strawn 
students instead of hir-
ing temp help and college 
kids, and they will pay 
the Strawn Booster Club 
$9,000 for their efforts.  
The following students and 
adults helped with the ef-
forts this year:  Owen and 
Ross Alison, Ariana Espi-
noza, Anna and Jacob Tru-

jillo, Xaivier Olivio, Abram 
Jaramio, Chase Mackey, 
Shyanne Mangrum, Chel-
sea Atkins, Alex Halstead, 
K-lani Nava, Alyssa Little 
and Gavin Duncan.  The 
students were led by Alan 
and Tamara Alison, Coach 
Lee and his brother-in-law 
and sister-in-law Aaron 
and Melinda. 
Coach Lee remarked, “the 
kids did a SUPER JOB get-
ting up early and really 
worked hard and fast.  I 
don’t think they could have 
hired any other group that 
would have taken the inter-
est or given the effort that 
our kids did.”  Mrs. Alison 

(continued on page 3)

Strawn Students Work Concessions at Three Bowl Games

Serving Breakfast 
and Lunch Daily
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Although the 2013 An-
gel Tree launched with 
a bumpy take off due to 
December’s ice storm, 
the end result was a great 
success.   In less than two 
weeks, Strawn area locals 
adopted and provided 
gifts for 40 children from 
13 families who otherwise 
would have had a less joy-
ful Christmas.   
Additionally, the Cham-
ber also received several 
donations to the Angel 
Tree program which al-
lowed them to provide a 
full Christmas dinner to 

each family which includ-
ed ham, vegetables and 
pasta.  The excess corn-
bread muffins and des-
serts that were left from 
the Chamber Chili Sup-
per were also included 
with each dinner.  
Thank you to everyone 
who adopted an Angel, 
donated money, or volun-
teered to assist.   A special 
thank you goes out to Sha-
nah Coe and Terri Forsee 
with An Ancient Art Soap 
Company for hosting the 
Angel Tree and coordi-
nating the program.

202 S. Front St. •  Strawn, Texas 

Sun-Thurs 5:00 am - 10:00 pm
Fri & Sat 5:00 am - Midnight

254-672-5986
Week Day Lunch Specials

Grill Open 5 am - 8 pm Daily
Hunting-Fishing Licenses

Deer Corn • Gas • Groceries

said it gave the kids “real 
world” sales experience 
and also helped boost 
their confidence.  Sev-
eral students were lucky 
enough to meet and have 
their pictures taken with 
Si from Duck Dynasty and 
“Mean Joe Green” of the 
Pittsburgh Steelers and 
University of North Texas 
Alum.  Alyssa Little said 
that the trip was “really 
cold and a lot of work, but 
I learned a lot and can’t 
wait until next year.”   All 
the students received bowl 
game merchandise that 
included hoodies, hats, 
and t-shirts that they were 
able to take home from 
each game.

The Thomas House
for

Overnight Accommodations in Strawn
or Day Rentals:

Reunions
Wedding Events

Retreats

715 Central Avenue  (Highway 16)
Open by Reservation:      

214-373-7975         btsutton@sbcglobal.net

Strawn Students Work Concessions (continued from page two)

From left to right, Strawn High School Students Alyssa Little, Gavin Duncan, and 
K-Lani Nava are shown helping work the NCAA Concessions at recently held Bowl 
games.  (See full story beginning on page 2.)In less than two weeks, Strawn area locals adopted 

and provided gifts for 40 children from 13 families. 

Strawn Angel Tree Brings Christmas Joy to Area Children

Did You Know?
The Strawn Angel Tree Program began in 2000 when the editor 

of a local magazine (no longer published) saw a need in the 
community. It has been going continually ever since. 
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2013 was an exciting and 
productive year at the new-
est state park in Texas, Palo 
Pinto Mountains State 
Park.  Here are some of the 
events and accomplish-
ments that occurred dur-
ing the past year.
•Acquired over 600 addi-
tional acres of land for the 
park.
•Hosted two star gazing 
parties, in April and No-
vember, with a great turn-
out for each event.
•Had three trail work days 
in June, July, and August, 
clearing over 12 miles of 
trail in the park.
•Hosted two equestrian 
trail rides in June and No-
vember.
•Hosted one nature hike in 
the park in May.
•Working with the Fort 

Worth Audubon Society, 
recorded over 100 species 
of birds in the park.
•Working with Texas Parks 
& Wildlife Department 
and contract botanists, 
recorded 436 species of 
plants in the park.
•Conducted archeological 
surveys of over 800 acres of 
park land. This is necessary 
to ensure that any prehis-
toric archeological sites are 
not disturbed by construc-
tion of park facilities.  
  During the year over 400 
out of town visitors came to 
Strawn because of the park.  
These people either came 
to special events or par-
ticipated in park work or 
planning sessions.  Many 
of them spent at least one 
night in Strawn.
  During the next year, park 

staff and volunteers plan to 
have two star gazing par-
ties with the next one being 
Saturday, April 26.  There 
will also be two equestrian 
trail rides, with the first 
being on Sunday, June 1, 
which is also National Trails 
Day.  There will also very 
likely be a park Easter Egg 

Hunt in the spring, and a 
Pumpkin Festival in the fall.  
These will both be primar-
ily children’s events.
  Planning is moving ahead 
for construction of camping 
loops, additional trails, and 
other facilities, but a date 
has not yet been set for ac-
tual construction to begin.     

Millsap Small Engine 

   ATVs – Mowers – Generators –Welders

817-599-5296  
940-682-4724

millsapsmallengine@yahoo.com

Service repair on all 
lawn & garden equipment

TD’S DEER PROCESSING
& 

DUDE’S TAXIDERMY

302 W. NORTH FRONT ST.          STRAWN, 
TEXAS

OFFICE: 254-672-5222

WHITETAIL, EXOTICS & HOGS

Dude Scrivner
Cell: 940-452-1990           Home: 254-672-5861

KURBAN
C H I R O P R A C T I C  &
A C U P U N C T U R E

JANETTE A. KURBAN, D.C. , FASA
ACUPUNCTURE & CHIROPRACTIC

817-266-5558

SARAH RODRIGUES, LMT
MASSAGE, REFLEXOLOGY AND FACIALS

1 19  Cen t ra l  Ave .     S t r a w n ,  T e x a s

817-718-0848

On December 27, 2013 
two new bins were placed 
in Strawn for locals to 
donate their aluminum 
cans to benefit Commu-
nity Animal Rescue Effort 
(C.A.R.E.).  According 
to Danny Miller, Strawn 
City Secretary, “C.A.R.E. 
saves the City of Strawn 
and other area communi-
ties a tremendous amount 
of money and man hours 
by rescuing and spay/neu-
tering stray and unwanted 
dogs and cats.  Addition-
ally, this program provides 
the Strawn area with a re-
cycling program that not 

only helps the environment 
by reducing solid waste 
but also provides funds for 
C.A.R.E.’s animal rescue ef-
forts.”   
  To help with this great 
program, we suggest three 
easy steps: 1) Keep an extra 
trash bin at your home; 2) 
Separate aluminum cans 
from other trash; and 3) 
Deposit the cans at one of 
two locations by Friday at 
4 p.m.   The cans will be 
picked up each week.   The 
two trash bins are located 
between the Bank & the 
Dollar Store and at Roots 
(located on Hwy 16 South).  

Cans For C.A.R.E. Drop-
Off 

Save The 
Date!

C.A.R.E. Spaghetti 
Supper and Bingo 

Fundraiser, 
Feb. 15

A Look Back at 2013 in Palo Pinto Mountains State Park
The Mount Marion Cem-
etery Association voted 
in November to make 
funds available to re-
place the aging, dilapi-
dated cyclone fence that 
runs along the cemetery 
property next to Hwy 16.  
The cyclone fence was 
installed 60+ years ago 

and had deteriorated to 
the point that it was too 
costly to repair.  
Three bids were solicited, 
one for a rock fence simi-
lar to the one that sur-
rounds the older section 
of the cemetery and two 
bids for an ornamental 
metal fence.   Trey’s Con-

struction, locally owned 
and based in Strawn, won 
the project and completed 
the metal fence in mid-
December.  The project 
also included a new orna-
mental metal gate (at the 
new rock entrance com-
pleted earlier in 2013) as 
well as a new 14-foot gate 

between the cemetery 
and baseball field proper-
ties.  The Cemetery As-
sociation would like to 
thank Shawver Abbott for 
removing the old fence 
and Trey Hodgkins for 
completing the project 
within budget and in less 
time than expected.

New Fence and Gate at 
Mount Marion Cemetery

Sixty-Year-Old Fencing Replaced at Mount Marion Cemetery

The Lady Hounds (12-7) 
defeated Class 3A Vernon, 
55-54, to win the Brecken-
ridge Basketball Tourna-
ment in the championship 
game on Saturday, Decem-
ber 28.
 The Hounds lost to Merkel 
in the opening game but 
came back to defeat Gra-
ham 55-30, after winning 

against the host team, 
Breckenridge, 45-41. 
  Shelly Abbott was named 
the tournament’s Most 
Valuable Player, and Jac-
queline Berumen and 
Tearany Atkins were both 
named to the All-Tourna-
ment team.
 Congrats Ladies and job 
well done!

Lady Hounds Bring 
Down the Big Dogs!

Reminder from City:  
Because the city new water line project is still in prog-
ress, local officials want residents to know they should  
continue to expect periodic water service interrup-
tions as new tie-ins are completed.  Such disruptions 
are unavoidable, and the city regrets any difficulty the 
temporary interruptions of service may cause.  


