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CRAWFORD 
RANCH

Proud  to be Strawn
Chamber of Commerce

Supporters

The Thomas 
House
and Family

Supporting Strawn
Since 1881 

First National Bank 
of Albany/Breckenridge 

We  S u p p o r t 
S t r aw n !

NACHO MAMA’S
CLOSET

Affordable Fashion 
& Funky Finds

Thursday - Sunday  10 am - 6 pm

The Strawn Advocate
Special Homecoming/Bash on the Bricks Edition

VOL. 2. ISSUE 7  JUNE 2014

TAKE ONE
IT’S FREE

JOIN THE STRAWN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Next meeting: June 10th, 12 Noon at Strawn City Hall

EVERYONE WORKING ON HOMECOMING 
PLEASE ATTEND!

All Are Welcome to Attend!

Machacek 
Bakery & Market
Good eats, bakery, groceries, meats, 

deli, produce, dairy & more
254-672- 5372
Czech Us Out!

Homecoming/Bash on the Bricks Events Schedule

This space intentionally left blank 
to accomodate mailing info

            

104 West Crockett
Gordon, Texas 76453

Selling Fords
 in Gordon
Since 1910
254-693-5323

Fax: 254-693-5982
email:

stoweford@aol.com

Friday June 13
6:30 p.m.  Poker Tourna-
ment at Mary’s Café in the 
patio building; 1st-3rd priz-
es awarded
9:00 p.m. Exes dance at 
Roots; Texas Exposure 

along with Cory Crenshaw 
& Friends will be playing; 
$5.00 cover
9:00 p.m.  Beer Pong Tour-
nament at Roots in Strawn 
on the back patio; $20/Team 
of 2. No cover charge if en-

tered in Tourna-ment. 
Saturday June 14
9:45 a.m. Parade entry sign 
in
10:00 a.m.  Parade; 1st-3rd 
prizes for float, horse, ATV/
bike.  Call Terry Lee with any 

questions (254-672-5501)
11:00 a.m.  Antique Car 
Show; D&D Rocking Rods.  
For entries or information, 
call Donna at 817-581-8853 
or 817-797-1197

(continued on page   7 )

Strawn Recognized
for Community 
Achievement by KTB
After competing for 
the first time in the 
Keep Texas Beautiful 
Governor’s Commu-
nity Achievement 
Awards, Strawn 
placed third and 
was recognized with 
an “Award of Excel-
lence” for receiving a 
score of 90 or higher.  
The Strawn Cham-
ber of Commerce 
applied for this pres-

tigious statewide 
program due to all 
the clean-up and 
beautification proj-
ects undertaken in 
the past year.  
Competing in the 
Category 1 division 
(communities with 
populations up to 
3,000), the first place 
winner was award-
ed a $90,000 grant.  
Utopia won the 1st 

p l a c e 
a w a r d , 
A u b r e y 
p l a c e d 
2nd, and 
S t r a w n 
placed 3rd, 
finishing ahead 
of seven other 
communities.  In 
applying for the 
award, Strawn was 
required to document
(continued on page  7) 
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11:00 a.m. Carnival with 
wet slide/dry slide, dunking 
booth and games (bring the 
kids’ bathing suits)
11:00-1:00 Bar-B-Q Lunch 
served at the Pavilion
1:00 p.m. Bingo in the Pa-
vilion
1:00 p.m. Horseshoe tour-
nament behind Pavilion
Vendors will be set up 

around City Hall through-
out the day selling clothes, 
jewelry, food, arts & crafts.  
For booth information, 
contact Terry Lee (254-672-
5501).
Old movies will be playing 
in City Hall throughout the 
day.
8:00 p.m. Street dance 
downtown.

The 
Strawn 

Advocate
Published Monthly by the 

Strawn Chamber of Commerce
News Stories and Info: 

Contact Diana Hinkson at 254-672-5281
Email: dianahinkson476@msn.com

Advertising:
Contact Kim Garland at 940-328-5451

Email: kimila77@hotmail.com
Chamber Info:

Contact Georgia Braun at
254-595-0197

Email: strawnchamber@att.net

The

Groceries Giftwrap Greeting Cards And More• • •

Breakfast
and Lunch
Served
Daily

try our
famous
chicken
salad!

Now
serving
Delicious

hamburgers

All made fresh for you 
by yourhometown cooks

linda Faubion &
Mary Crawford
(of Flossie's Fame)

103 Housley
Downtown Behind the Bank

PHONE: (254)672-5271
7-6 Tues-Fri. 7-5 Sat

Closed Sun & mon.

Dollar Store

achievement in seven ar-
eas:  Community Leader-
ship and Coordination; 
Public Awareness; Educa-
tion; Beautification and 
Community Improve-
ment; Litter Prevention 
and Cleanup; Solid Waste 
Management; and Litter 
Law/Illegal Dumping En-
forcement.  
In addition to placing 3rd 
in the Category 1 division, 
Strawn was one of 26 com-
munities in all 10 popula-
tion categories to receive 
an “Award of Excellence” 
for scoring 90 or above.  
Strawn received a score of 
95, and the panel of judges 
had the following com-
ments:  

“Good program.  Strawn 
has a bright future; stu-
dents are involved in en-
vironmental education 
efforts; way to set the stan-
dard, Strawn!”
“The residents of Strawn are 
dedicated to improving their 
community and making it a 
better place.”
“Strawn is serious about im-
proving their community.”
“Great job, good numbers.  
The volunteer time for a small 
community is extraordinary.”
The Chamber would like to 
extend special thanks to the 

City of Strawn, Development 
Corporation, and all the vol-
unteers who have worked 

together and supported the 
efforts to clean up and beau-
tify the city. As an affiliate of 
the Keep Texas Beautiful pro-
gram, Strawn will continue to 
make progress in improv-
ing the community’s envi-
ronment.   

Ranch Land
Jeff Clark: 254-433-2561

JeffClarkTexas@gmail.com
www.GoRangerRealty.com

Specializing in Strawn, Gordon, Thurber 
& Tudor Road Ranch Properties

Strawn Receives Achievement Award (continued from page one)

Homecoming (continued from page one)

“Way to set the standard, Strawn!” 
                                            ~ comment from judge

(Microplexnews.com) 
On Monday, May 19, the 
Strawn City Council met to 
canvass votes and swear in 
new city council members. 

Tye Jackson was sworn in 
as Mayor.  Jeff Greenwood 
and Randy Johnson were 
sworn in as aldermen.
A presentation was made 

by Mayor Jackson to out-
going Mayor Carl Frazier 
in appreciation of his years 
of service to the city.  Fra-
zier served as alderman 
from June 2006 until May 
2010 when he was elected 
Mayor.  Frazier did not 
sign up to run for re-elec-

tion this term.
Former alderman Benny 
Brock was also presented 
with a plaque in apprecia-
tion of his years of service. 
He was Alderman from 
April 1973 through April 
1975 and from June 2005 
until May 2013.

Tye Jackson Sworn in as Strawn’s Newest City Mayor

In the May 10 elections 
for Strawn ISD Board of 
Trustees, incumbents Jim 
Pollock and Mindy Hodg-

kins were reelected to their 
positions.  Jeff Hopkins 
was elected as a new trust-
ee for the school board.  

Hopkins Elected as Newest
Trustee on Strawn ISD Board

REMINDER FROM CITY OF STRAWN: 
Please keep conserving water! Stage 3 

drought response is still in effect.
Former Strawn mayor Carl Frazier (right) swears in newly 
elected mayor Tye Jackson. Jeff Greenwood and Randy  Johnson 
were also sworn in as new aldermen.  (Photo courtesy of Micro-
plexNews.com)
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Rob-Joe 

Materials, LLC

Rock Hauling
Back Hoe

Dozer Service
Quarry Located 7.5 Miles

West of Strawn on F.M. 207

PHONE:
979-255-5238                          20525 FM 207
254-647-1717              Ranger, Texas 76470

TyeJackson@ATT.Net

KURBAN
C H I R O P R A C T I C  &
A C U P U N C T U R E

JANETTE A. KURBAN, D.C. , FASA
ACUPUNCTURE & CHIROPRACTIC

Dept .  of Transportat ion 
Cert i f ied Medica l Examiner

817-266-5558

Now Performing DOT/CDL Exams

119 Cen t ra l  Ave .     S t r a w n ,  T e x a s

By Appointment or Walk- ins Welcome 

After being sold and 
moved from Strawn in 
the late 1970’s, the his-
toric Strawn train depot 
arrived home on May 17, 
2014.  The Strawn Histori-
cal Museum Board of Di-
rectors has worked for al-
most two years to relocate 
the depot from Oakdale 
(near Stephenville) to its 
present location at Memo-
rial Park across from the 
railroad tracks.   
   The depot was first 
moved to Thurber next to 
the Smokestack Restau-
rant, where it remained 
for several years.  It was 
later bought and moved 
to Oakdale where the 
warehouse portion of the 
depot was used as part of 
the Oakdale Steakhouse, 
owned and operated by 
Todd Fanning. The office 
portion of the depot (with 
ticket windows and wait-
ing rooms) was placed in 
a field next to the owner’s 
house. After contacting 
the owner in the fall of 
2012 and learning that he 

was willing to donate the 
depot to Strawn, the Mu-
seum Board began raising 
money and planning its 
return.  
   Much of Strawn’s early 
history centers around the 
railroad.  Stephen Bethel 
Strawn, for whom the city 
of Strawn was named, 
laid off his property for 
the new town in 1879 and 

1880.  According to his-
torical accounts, he gave 
every other block to the 
Texas and Pacific Railroad 
to encourage the com-
pany to bring their rails 
through the new settle-
ment. After the Texas and 
Pacific Railway Company 
rolled into Strawn on July 
4, 1880, the town began 
to develop. The coming of 
the railroad brought sup-
plies of lumber, feed, and 

other essential products, 
thus encouraging new 
business ventures.  The 
railroad also brought in 
immigrants to work in the 
coal mines and thriving 
coal industry in the area, 
which further spurred the 
growth of Strawn.  
  In May 1976, long-time 
railroad depot agent Jim 
Chesnut ended 27 years 

as the Strawn depot agent 
when Texas and Pacific 
Railroad decided to close 
the depot.  Interviewed by 
the Strawn Reporter News 
in May 1976, Chesnut re-
called the movement of 
men and materials on the 
Texas and Pacific line dur-
ing World War II.  He and 
other area depot agents 
would often work through 
the night to relay instruc-
tions to the 500-passenger 

troop and supply trains. 
Chesnut also recalled 
the decline of passenger 
trains, noting that pas-
senger service to Strawn 
ended sometime during 
the 1950s.  Other former 
depot agents included 
Bud Tucker and David L. 
Lindsay (grandfather of 
resident Shirley Lindsay).   
  Long-time Strawn resi-
dents fondly recall memo-
ries of the depot, such as 
riding the passenger trains 
to other cities, picking 
up freight deliveries, and 
riding bikes on the de-
pot ramp.  Becky Lenoir, 
whose father worked for 
the railroad for 44 years, 
commented that “the de-
pot has come back home, 
where it belongs.  The rail-
road and depot are a very 
important part of Strawn’s 
history, and this is a proj-
ect to be proud of.”   
  The relocated depot will 
be a restoration project by 
the Strawn Historical Mu-
seum.  Short-term plans 

(continued on page 4)

Margaret Hoogstra, Execu-
tive Director of the Texas 
Forts Trail, and John Fergu-
son, Palo Pinto Mountains 
State Park Superintendent, 
co-hosted 39 park visitors 
on Tuesday, May 13.   The 
guests first met for break-
fast at Mahachek’s Bakery 
before touring the east side 
of Palo Pinto Mountains 
State Park and Lake Tuck-
er.   The group lunched at 
Mary’s Café and resumed 
the tour by seeing the west 
end of the park, as well as 
the newly acquired acreage 
that has been purchased re-
cently.   
The visitors came from 
across the state and includ-

ed Chamber representatives 
from Possum Kingdom, 
Mineral Wells, Eastland, 
Ballinger, Wichita Falls, 
and Abilene.  The Executive 
Directors from the other 
Texas Historic Trails also 
participated in the tour, as 
did representatives from 
organizations such as Texas 
Midwest Community Net-
work, Erath County Histor-
ical Commission, Abilene 
State Park, and Buffalo Gap 
Historic Village.  
The Texas Forts Trail Re-
gion is comprised of 29 
counties in Central West 
Texas, and Strawn is includ-
ed on the Texas Forts Trail.  
It is one of the ten trails of 

the Texas Heritage Trails 
Program, which is the Tex-
as Historical Commission’s 
(THC) award-winning 
heritage tourism initiative. 
This economic develop-
ment initiative encour-
ages communities, heritage 
regions, and the state to 
partner with each other to 
promote Texas’ historic and 
cultural resources.  Local 
preservation efforts, com-
bined with statewide mar-
keting of heritage regions 
as tourism destinations, 
increase visitation to cul-
tural and historic sites and 
bring more dollars to Texas 
communities. This in turn 
supports the THC’s mission 

to protect and preserve the 
state’s historic and prehis-
toric resources for the use, 
education, economic ben-
efit, and enjoyment of pres-
ent and future generations.

Tourism Makes 
An Impact on County

After touring Palo Pinto 
Mountains State Park,  
Hoogstra, Executive Direc-
tor of the Texas Forts Trail, 
and Kathy Keane, Execu-
tive Director of Texas Mid-
west Community Network, 
presented to the Strawn 
Chamber at their May gen-
eral meeting held at Guest 
Chapel on Tuesday, May 13.  
Ms. Hoogstra shared

(continued on page 4)

“The depot has come back home where 
it belongs. The railroad and depot are a 
very important part of Strawn’s history, 
and this is a project to be proud of.”
                 ~Strawn resident Becky Lenoir

Historic Strawn Train Depot Comes Back HomeTexas Forts Trails Co-Hosts Tour of New State Park
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are to repair the outside 
(clean, paint, replace 
broken windows and 
rotten/missing boards), 
with long-term plans to 
restore the inside of the 
depot and eventually 
display donated items 
pertaining to the Strawn 
railroad and depot.  

The Museum received 
a $10,000 grant to help 
with the cost of moving 
the depot, along with 
donations from others.  
A special thank you goes 
out to everyone who sent 
donations or contributed 
to the donation jars that 
were placed around town 

to raise money for mov-
ing the depot.   
The Strawn Historical Mu-
seum Board is unsure of 
the exact date the depot 
was built and is seeking 
more information about 
its history.  If anyone has 
pictures, articles, or in-
formation to share about 

the depot, please send to 
P. O. Box 179, Strawn, TX 
76475; strawnmuseum@
gmail.com; or bring to the 
Museum Thursday-Satur-
day from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
The Museum is also ac-
cepting donations to help 
with the cost of restoring 
the depot.  

JUNE CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2014
DATE EVENT TIME PLACE

June 7 Frontier Days 10-4 PP County Old Jail Museum

June 9 Palo Pinto County Commissioners Court 9:00 am Palo Pinto County Courthouse
June 10 Deadline for Spring Clean Fling Contest 4:00 pm City Hall
June 10 Strawn Lions Club Noon Mary’s Cafe
June 10 Strawn Chamber of Commerce Meeting Noon Strawn City Hall
June 10 Development Corp of Strawn Meeting 6:00 pm Strawn City Hall
June 10 Strawn City Council Meeting 7:00 pm Strawn City Hall
June 11 Medical office open for appointments 1-5:30 pm Strawn Wellness Center
June 13 Strawn Homecoming 6:30 pm See Homecoming Schedule
June 14 Strawn Homecoming 10:00 am See Homecoming Schedule
June 16 Strawn ISD Board Meeting 7:00 pm Strawn ISD Admin. Bldg.
June 17 Strawn Lions Club 12 noon Mary’s Cafe
June 18 Medical office open for appointments 1-5:30 pm Strawn Wellness Center
June 23 Palo Pinto County Commissioners Court 9:00 am Palo Pinto County Courthouse
June 24 Strawn Lions Club Noon Mary’s Cafe
June 25 Medical office open for appointments 1-5:30 pm Strawn Wellness Center

*For more information, check out the following websites:  http://www.strawntx.com  or  http://www.strawnschool.net

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Door
THE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Central Ave. Strawn, Texas 76475
254-la672-5395

We Believe In
making disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world

We Live By Two Kinds of 
Holiness
• Personal   • Social

We Follow Three Simple Rules
• Do no harm  • Do good  • Stay in love with God

Join us for service 9:30 am Sunday Mornings• 
Margie Holmes, Pastor

We Believe in:
• Developing leaders  • Creating places for new people
• Eliminating poverty  • Improving health globally

Nacho Mama’s
 Closet

Clothing & Accessories

Quality Clothing Consignment
for Women, Children & Men

New Gifts, Toys and Novelties,
Beauty Products and Snacks

Accepting Consignments 
Beginning April 10th. 
Opening May 15th.

111 Central Avenue, Strawn 
Thursday - Sunday 10-6

254-210-2178

nachomamascloset@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook!

202 S. Front St. •  Strawn, Texas 

Sun-Thurs 5:00 am - 10:00 pm
Fri & Sat 5:00 am - Midnight

254-672-5986
Week Day Lunch Specials

Grill Open 5 am - 8 pm Daily
Hunting-Fishing Licenses

Deer Corn • Gas • Groceries

The Thomas House
for

Overnight Accommodations in Strawn
or Day Rentals:

Reunions
Wedding Events

Retreats

715 Central Avenue  (Highway 16)
Open by Reservation:      

214-373-7975         btsutton@sbcglobal.net

Electric Rates are Simmering
Public Notice & Friendly Reminder 

as Summer Heats Up!
With summer quickly approaching and temps get-
ting hotter, it’s an opportune time to check your 
electricity rates to make certain you’re getting the 
best deal and cheapest rates available.  Since the 
deregulation of electricity in Texas in 2002, Texans 
have had the choice to choose their electricity pro-
vider.   To check the latest published rates and list 
of providers, go to www.powertochoose.org.   You 
will be asked to enter your zip code (ex. 76475).  
You can further narrow your search by answering 
three questions concerning Usage, Types of Plans 
and duration.    To make it easier, have your cur-
rent electric bill and if possible, an electric bill from 
last summer available so that you can compare the 
kilowatt hours (kWh) used during peak usage and 
the rate you pay currently.   In many electric plans, 
the rates will vary based on usage so read the plans 
carefully.

some impressive statis-
tics relative to Palo Pinto 
County and the region.   
The information is derived 
from the 2012 Annual 
Report (the most recent, 
complete report) issued by 
the Governor’s Office of 
Economic Development 
and Tourism.
•  In 2012 alone, direct 
travel spending in Palo 
Pinto County totaled 
$84,400,000.  This includes 
dollars spent on lodging, 
dining, recreation, etc.
•  In 2012, tourism cre-
ated 641 jobs in Palo Pinto 
County.
•  Local tax receipts to-
taled $692,300.  (This is the 
amount of tourism-related 
taxes collected locally in 

Palo Pinto County)
•  State tax receipts totaled 
$4,705,000. (This amount 
reflects taxes collected by 
the State of Texas as a result 
of tourism in Palo Pinto 
County)
•  In comparison to the six 
counties surrounding it, 
Palo Pinto County was sec-
ond only to Parker County 
in the amount of tourism 
revenue that was gener-
ated.
During the presentation, 
Ms. Hoogstra suggested 
that every community 
needs to have something 
that is authentic and con-
tagious to promote tour-
ism.  She further noted that 
Strawn has a wonderful as-
set with the state park.

Strawn Train Depot (continued from page 3)

Texas Forts Trail (continued from page 6)


